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COFFEE OR TEA ICE-BREAKER

Brief Description

All learners stand in the middle of the classroom (move desks if necessary to create a clear space). Draw
an imaginary line. Pictures serve as prompts to speak in pairs for a couple of minutes. The partners in the
pairs should have opposite preferences if possible. Every one or two minutes pictures change. Partners
automatically change when the topic changes looking for somebody with opposite likes/dislikes.

Materials

Flashcards (or slides or photos or slides or realia): coffee-tea; dogs-cats; day-night; shower-bath;
mountains- seaside; countryside-city; indoor-outdoor; pasta-rice ; summer-winter...

Steps

1. Clear some space in the centre of the classroom.

Tell the students that there is an imaginary line that divides the classroom into two parts.

3. Ask students to put themselves to the right or to the left of the line according to their personal
tastes and preferences, e.g. Are you a tea person (teacher shows the flashcard with a cup of tea
to the right) or a coffee person (teacher shows the flashcard with a cup of coffee to the left)?
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4. Students stand according to their preference. (They could stand in the middle if they like both)

5. They should discuss with the person opposite them the reasons for choosing each category (I like
tea and biscuits at tea time like the Queen...).

6. Teacher monitors and collects comments from the group.
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Flashcards
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http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-LppVt4TxOHk/T3ten_LXSPI/AAAAAAAAERg/OVJx26jE7Mw/s1600/tazzina_caffe.jpg
http://www.google.it/imgres?q=english+tea&hl=it&gbv=2&biw=1140&bih=465&tbm=isch&tbnid=im9Xq_VAhUmszM:&imgrefurl=http://lifequeen888.wordpress.com/2010/06/27/english-tea-time-english-high-tea-english-teacts28/&docid=PQZLcyUQkCbCQM&imgurl=http://lifequeen888.files.wordpress.com/2010/06/b100v011.jpg&w=450&h=338&ei=cL2yT7i-GNDasgah0_nNBg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=207&vpy=157&dur=1887&hovh=194&hovw=259&tx=139&ty=134&sig=104120284461532923635&page=1&tbnh=106&tbnw=140&start=0&ndsp=14&ved=1t:429,r:1,s:0,i:85
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http://www.google.it/imgres?q=cane&hl=it&gbv=2&biw=1140&bih=465&tbm=isch&tbnid=bpBBSB0CJywU9M:&imgrefurl=http://www.pensionegatti.com/pensione/comportamento/61-il-cane-pensa.html&docid=_TpNpApTRov9RM&imgurl=http://www.pensionegatti.com/pensione/images/stories/pensione/2011_03/cane-e-cucciolo-424467.jpeg&w=1024&h=768&ei=072yT6_uPIvcsgbc0bzQCA&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=496&vpy=154&dur=3666&hovh=194&hovw=259&tx=118&ty=125&sig=104120284461532923635&page=1&tbnh=107&tbnw=136&start=0&ndsp=14&ved=1t:429,r:10,s:0,i:159
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the mountains

the seaside
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